	British Marine
Loss Prevention Surveys - A Guide for Surveyors
Aligned to the 2026-2030 Vessel Risk Survey Form (Core)


Updated edition prepared to align guidance with the current survey form and reporting workflow.
	Read these notes before carrying out the survey. If further advice is needed, contact the British Marine Loss Prevention Department.
This version keeps the existing structure of the guide, removes the D - Dangerous reporting category, updates the photographs guidance, and updates the risk analysis guidance to match the current form, which does not require probability, consequence, or calculated risk factor entries.

Scope and limitations of this survey
This survey is a loss prevention risk assessment carried out on behalf of British Marine for insurers’ purposes. It is intended to identify conditions, practices, or management factors which may reasonably lead to an incident or claim and to provide a professional judgement of the associated risk at the time of attendance.
This survey does not constitute:
· a statutory, class, or flag state inspection;
· certification of compliance with international conventions, flag requirements, or classification rules; or
· confirmation that the vessel is seaworthy or fit for any specific trade or service.
Surveyors should base all findings strictly on what is observed, demonstrated, or evidenced during the attendance. No assurance is given, and none should be implied, that conditions will remain unchanged following the survey.
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General Procedures and Administration
British Marine may instruct surveys for P&I cover, Hull & Machinery cover, or both. The surveyor should concentrate the report on matters that are relevant to the insured risk while recognising that many areas overlap, including navigation, fire protection, management, machinery condition, and operational controls.
A survey is normally expected to be completed within a day. If a longer attendance is considered necessary, the British Marine Loss Prevention Department should be advised immediately.
Items should be tested wherever appropriate, always with the prior knowledge and cooperation of the ship's staff. Where an area is clearly well maintained and operational, time should be focused on the more important items or those whose condition gives cause for concern.
Passenger-carrying vessels should be subject to a safety audit of passenger arrangements. Towage approvals should include a review of the tug, tow, towage arrangement, voyage planning, and weather routing. Voyage approvals should address the vessel's suitability and preparedness for the intended passage.
Ballast tanks should be pressed up and holds inspected on general cargo and bulk carriers where practicable. If not possible, this should be recorded in the report. For P&I surveys, hatch covers should also be tested where applicable and feasible.
Enclosed spaces should not be entered unless the surveyor is completely satisfied that the space is safe for entry.
Surveyor appointment
Surveyors are appointed by British Marine in accordance with its surveyor appointment arrangements and instructions. Surveyors should undertake only the scope of work expressly instructed and should refer any uncertainty regarding scope, access, or reporting expectations to the British Marine Loss Prevention Department without delay.

Reporting
The report consists of the vessel and survey particulars, the overall and sectional risk assessment, the hazard table, the photographs appendix, and any additional comments. The Master or other representative should be made aware of material findings, and serious defects or deficiencies should be clearly emphasised during the attendance.
A typed Microsoft Word version of the report, not PDF, should be e-mailed to the British Marine Loss Prevention Department as soon as possible after the survey, normally within one working day / 24 hours for the provisional submission, followed by the full final report within the required timescale.
The report should include the necessary photographs and any relevant supporting material. The invoice and other supplementary material may be sent later if required. There is no need to send the aide-memoire checklist or copies of the vessel's certificates unless specifically requested. A copy of the crew list should not be taken or sent.
The summary ratings in the current form use the following categories only: Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, and Poor.
• If a section is rated Satisfactory or Poor, a brief comment should be provided in Section 3 of the form.
• If a section is rated Poor, the rating should normally be supported by at least one related hazard in Section 4 and by appropriate photo references in Section 5.
• If any urgent issue is identified that could reasonably result in injury, pollution, or an operational incident in the near term, British Marine should be contacted immediately and the matter should be stated clearly at the start of Section 2.2 with the relevant hazard and photo references.
The General Overview / Overall Narrative Summary should be concise, factual, and based on what was observed or demonstrated during the survey. Additional comments may be used to help British Marine understand the basis for the assessment. These comments should normally remain concise unless the vessel is notably sub-standard.
Authority and reporting boundaries
Surveyors are engaged solely to report observations and professional risk opinions. Surveyors must not:
· indicate or imply that insurance cover may attach, continue, or be varied;
· agree, suggest, or confirm that deficiencies, hazards, or recommendations are acceptable to insurers; or
· provide assurances to owners, managers, or masters regarding underwriting decisions, warranties, or conditions of cover.
Decisions regarding acceptability of risk, imposition or removal of conditions, and confirmation of cover remain entirely with British Marine and its Underwriting function.

Photographs
The current form requires a representative set of at least 20 clear photographs, with additional photographs for each hazard where applicable. Photographs should support the narrative and recorded hazards rather than replace them.
• Provide general coverage photos of the vessel, including external hull views where practicable, main deck areas, bridge, machinery spaces, accommodation overview, and relevant cargo, towage, fishing, or passenger arrangements as applicable.
• Provide clear photographs of each material hazard item where practicable and safe to do so.
• Where higher risk is identified, or where several sections are rated Poor, more than the minimum number of photographs is expected.
• Captions should follow the form requirement: Photo XX: [Area] - [What / defect] - [Why it matters].
• Photo numbers should be referenced in Section 3 comments where relevant and in Section 4 for related hazards.
• A separate photo index is not required if the appendix is clearly captioned and cross-referenced.
The aim is to provide British Marine with enough visual evidence to understand the general condition of the vessel and the significance of the hazards recorded.
Risk Analysis– Guidance for Surveyors
Loss prevention surveys have traditionally focused on the physical condition of the vessel and, in some cases, the way in which it is managed or operated. While this remains important, British Marine requires surveyors to focus primarily on risk and to make professional judgements on our behalf as insurers, whether for P&I cover, Hull & Machinery, or both.
The surveyor is required to consider the vessel and its operation as observed at the time of attendance and to identify those conditions, practices, or management factors that may reasonably lead to an incident, and therefore to a claim.
Risk is not limited to structural or machinery defects. Human, procedural, and organisational factors are equally relevant, particularly for P&I exposures such as crew injury, pollution, collision, cargo damage, passenger claims, towage failure, and third‑party liability.
Each identified hazard must:
· clearly describe the unsafe condition or practice,
· explain why it matters from an insured‑risk perspective, and
· include a practical corrective action aimed at reducing the risk.
Unjustified or disproportionate defect reporting is not acceptable. Findings must be fact‑based, proportionate, and relevant to insured risk.
 

Use of risk concepts
References to probability, consequence, and risk significance in this guide are provided solely to assist the surveyor’s internal professional judgement when determining the emphasis, urgency, and clarity of reported hazards.
These concepts are not to be recorded, scored, calculated, or explicitly referenced in the completed survey report narrative, tables, or ratings, as the current survey form does not require or provide for their inclusion.

Hazard Description
A hazard is a situation, condition, or practice that represents a potential source of harm, accident, or damage.
Examples include:
· Defective or deteriorated structure or equipment due to corrosion, damage, or lack of maintenance.
· Missing, inoperative, or poorly maintained safety equipment (e.g. guards, firefighting systems).
· Unsafe, informal, or poorly controlled working practices.
· Inadequate procedures, supervision, training, or safety culture.
It is essential that the hazard itself is described, not merely a defect. The wording should make clear what is unsafe and why it matters.
Perceived Risk
For each hazard, the surveyor must explain why it should be addressed, by linking it to the most likely insured risk.
Examples:
· Hazard: Significant corrosion or cracking in primary structural members
Risk: Structural failure, water ingress, pollution, cargo loss, loss of life, wreck removal exposure.
· Hazard: No enclosed space entry procedures or controls
Risk: Crew fatality or serious injury.
The focus should be on the most credible and material outcomes, not every conceivable scenario.

Likelihood (Probability) – Guidance Only
When judging the seriousness of a hazard, it is helpful to consider how likely it is to cause or contribute to an incident:
· High: Almost certain to cause or contribute
· Probable: Likely
· Possible: Not likely, but credible
· Improbable: Unlikely, but not impossible
This judgement should influence how strongly the issue is emphasised in the report and how urgent the recommended action is.



	Probability
	Code
	Guidance description

	High
	4
	Almost certain to cause or contribute

	Probable
	3
	Likely

	Possible
	2
	Not likely

	Improbable
	1
	Not impossible but most unlikely


Severity (Consequence) – Guidance Only
The potential severity of an incident should also be considered:
· Catastrophic: Loss of life, total loss, or widespread severe pollution
· Major: Serious injury, major damage, or severe pollution
· Moderate: Injury requiring medical attention, or significant localised damage
· Minor: Minor injury or limited damage
Severity helps determine whether an issue should materially affect the vessel’s overall risk assessment.

	Consequence 
	Code 
	Description 

	Catastrophic 
	4 
	Loss of life, total loss of ship and/or cargo, or 
Widespread and very severe environmental damage. 

	Major 
	3 
	Serious injury, major fracture or loss of limb – requires hospitalisation.  
Severe damage to ship and/or cargo, or severe environmental damage. 

	Moderate 
	2 
	Injury/illness requiring medical attention; some temporary impairment. 
Significant damage to ship and/or cargo, or significant but localised environmental damage. 

	Minor/negligible 
	1 
	Minor injury.  Medical expertise not required; no impairment of ability. 
Minor or inexpensive damage to ship and/or cargo, or none or very limited local environmental damage. 



Risk Significance (Guidance Only)
Traditionally, combining likelihood and severity helps identify whether a risk would be considered:
· Intolerable: Requires immediate or urgent action
· Significant: Acceptable only in the short term; prompt risk reduction required
· Negligible: Acceptable, though improvement may still be recommended
These concepts remain useful as internal guidance when deciding urgency and emphasis, even though no formal risk category is recorded in the report.
	
 
	 
 
	
	Pro
	bability 
	

	
	
	1  
Improbable 
	2 Possible 
	3 Probable 
	4 High 

	Consequence
 

	4 Catastrophic 
	4 
Significant 
	8 
Significant 
	12 
Intolerable 
	16 
Intolerable 

	
	3 Major 
	3 
Significant 
	6 
Significant 
	9 
Intolerable 
	12 
Intolerable 

	
	2 
Moderate 
	2 Negligible 
	4 
Significant 
	6 
Significant 
	8 
Significant 

	
	1 Minor 
	1 Negligible 
	2 Negligible 
	3 
Significant 
	4 
Significant 



Risk Reduction and Recommendations
Risk reduction may be achieved by:
· reducing the likelihood of an incident,
· reducing the severity of the consequences, or
· reducing both.
This may involve improvements to:
· maintenance or engineering condition,
· management or supervision,
· procedures or permit‑to‑work systems,
· training or crew awareness,
· operational or emergency arrangements.
Recommendations should be clear, practical, and suitably broad, allowing the owner or operator to determine the most appropriate method of implementation.

Completing the Risk Analysis Report Form
Use the current form as follows:
• Number each hazard item sequentially.
• Refer to the relevant Section 3 area in the Section / Area column.
• Describe the hazard as the unsafe condition or practice, not merely the defect.
• State the P&I risk affected, for example crew, cargo, pollution, collision, passenger, towage, or third-party exposure.
• Record a broad recommended corrective action.
• Use the overall score, narrative, and sectional ratings to reflect your judgement of the vessel's risk profile; do not enter probability, consequence, or calculated risk factor values, as these are not fields in the current form.
Follow Up Surveys
Follow‑up surveys and rectifications
Where a follow‑up survey is instructed, the surveyor’s role is limited to verifying the status of previously reported hazards and recording whether corrective actions appear to have been implemented based on observation or evidence provided at the time of attendance.
Surveyors must not independently chase owners, managers, or operators for rectifications, nor provide confirmation that matters are “closed” for insurance purposes, unless expressly instructed to do so by British Marine.
Any uncertainty, partial rectification, or new hazard identified during a follow‑up attendance should be reported clearly, with supporting photographs where appropriate.
When supplied with an instruction for a follow-up survey, the original hazard list will normally also be provided. All deficiencies from the previous survey should be re-checked and confirmed as rectified or outstanding.
The priority is to confirm the status of the original hazards. If the surveyor becomes aware of any notable new hazards, these should be brought to the attention of the Master and reported clearly as NEW items with supporting photographs where appropriate.
Safety Audits of Passenger Vessels
A passenger-vessel safety audit should review the vessel's safety procedures and the crew's ability to respond to an emergency. It should address passenger safety information, signage for muster stations, evacuation routes, lifejacket location, and the practical readiness of the crew.
Testing of the fire detection system, ventilation control, flooding response, and passenger evacuation arrangements should be considered where appropriate. Random inspection and testing of safety equipment and review of maintenance and drill records should also be included.
Towage Approvals
Towage approvals require the surveyor to assess and certify, so far as instructed, the tug, tow, and towage arrangements, including weather routing and voyage planning, as fit for the intended voyage or employment. The surveyor should make clear to the assured's representative that the surveyor's requirements are to be complied with at all times.
Voyage Approvals
Voyage approvals require a review of the vessel's suitability and preparedness for the planned voyage. In addition to the surveyor's own judgement and experience, any separately supplied voyage-approval guidance should be completed where instructed.
Reporting for Non-Standard Surveys
Non-standard surveys, such as voyage approvals, towage approvals, and passenger safety audits, should be reported using the standard form as closely as possible. Use Not Applicable where appropriate and use the overall narrative and summary sections to record matters that do not fit neatly under the standard headings. Separate attachments may be used where diagrams or additional explanation are needed.
Surveyors Optional Checklist
This checklist is provided as an aide‑memoire only and does not form part of the final report. It is not intended to be completed in full or treated as a tick‑box exercise.
Surveyors are expected to apply professional judgement to prioritise attendance time and reporting focus on areas that present the most credible and material risk to insured interests, having regard to vessel type, age, trade, and observed condition.
Ships Certificates and Documents
• Registry, classification, statutory certificates, ISM / ISPS documentation, PSC and flag records, safe manning, recent class status, and any overdue surveys or unresolved recommendations.
Navigation and Communications
• Bridge equipment, voyage planning, charts / ECDIS, BNWAS, alarms, publications, communications equipment, logbooks, and steering / control changeover procedures.
Management and Manning
• Standing orders, stability information, emergency response procedures, certificates of competency, language, fatigue, risk assessments, permit-to-work controls, and SMS effectiveness.
Fire Prevention and Emergency Response
• Fire detection, firefighting appliances, lifesaving appliances, maintenance records, emergency drills, pollution response procedures, and crew awareness of emergency duties.
Hull, Structure, Machinery, Cargo, Pollution, Personal Safety, and Deck Machinery
• Condition, integrity, access, alarms, pollution controls, cargo / tank / hatch arrangements, enclosed-space controls, lifting gear, mooring arrangements, and supporting records.
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Note that this checklist is not part of the report 
 
The purpose of this checklist is to provide an aide-memoire for the surveyor.  It is not intended to be comprehensive and the surveyor should use his own experience and opinion to report and assess anything that may be a hazard and lead to a claim. 
 
Ships Certificates & Documents 	 	 	 	         Check box as appropriate 
All Ships 
	Item
	Checked

	Registry 
	 

	Classification  
	 

	International Loadline – Issue/Annual 
	 

	Safety Construction - Issue/Annual/Intermediate 
	 

	Safety Equipment - Issue/Annual 
	 

	Safety Radio 
	 

	Hull  - Special/Annual/Intermediate 
	 

	Machinery - Special/Annual 
	 

	Drydock Survey  
	 

	Firefighting Appliances 
	 

	ISM Safety Management Certificate 
	 

	ISM Document of Compliance 
	 

	ISPS Certificate  
	 

	Enhanced Survey report 
	 

	Refrigeration Machinery 
	 

	Cargo Gear - Quadrennial/Annual/Renewal 
	 

	Intl. Oil Pollution Prevention Cert - Issue/Annual/Intermediate 
	 

	Intl. Sewage Pollution Prevention Cert. 
	 

	Intl. Air Pollution Prevention Cert. - Issue/Annual/Intermediate 
	 

	Anti-Fouling Certificate 
	 

	Bunker Civil Liability Cert.  (BCLC) 
	 

	Marpol Garbage Certificate 
	 

	Record of last Port State Control inspection 
	 

	Last flag state inspection 
	 

	Minimum safe manning document  
	 

	Maritime Labour Certificate 
	 

	Wreck Removal Certificate (WRC) 
	 

	Recent class status report 
	 

	Approved Inventory of Hazardous Materials – Part I 
	 

	In addition, for Oil, Chemical and Gas tankers, as appropriate 
	 

	Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate 
	 

	Certificate of Fitness for Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk 
	 

	Certificate of Fitness for Liquefied Gases in Bulk 
	 

	Civil Liability Cert.  (CLC)  
	 

	The following should be reported as a hazard: 
	 

	Any surveys that are overdue 
	 

	Conditions of Class, Memoranda and Recommendations 
	 

	Port state control deficiencies not satisfactorily closed 
	 

	Flag state inspection deficiencies not satisfactorily closed 
	 



Section 1   -   Navigation & Communications 	 	 	 
	Gyrocompass and repeaters
	

	Magnetic compass and deviation calibration curve                                                                               
	

	Record of compass error observations    
	

	Radar sets, ARPA 	 
	

	GMDSS equipment and logbook 	 
	

	Echo sounder 	 
	

	Engine order recorder 	 
	

	Speed and distance measuring equipment 	 
	

	Shaft revolution indicators 	  
	

	Rudder angle indicator 	  
	

	Propeller pitch angle 	 
	

	Procedure for changeover of steering/engine/thruster control 	 
	

	Satellite Navigation Receiver 	 
	

	ECDIS 	 
	

	Bridge Navigational Watch Alarm System     
	

	Notices to Mariners (Latest edition on board)          
	

	Charts for next passage(s) corrected to date   		      
	

	Master-Pilot exchange documented 	   	
	

	Berth to Berth voyage planning 	               	      
	

	UKC calculation included in voyage plan    	
	

	ICS/IMO Bridge Procedures Guide 	      
	

	Sailing Directions for current voyage (Pilot books)    
	

	Navigation publications, as appropriate     
	

	List of Radio Signals  		
	

	List of Lights   				
	

	Navtex receiver  	      
	

	Daylight signalling lamp 	 	 
	

	VHF radios 	 	 
	

	EPIRB 	 	 	 
	

	AIS 	 	 
	

	VDR 	 	 
	

	Deck Log Book 	 
	

	Pyrotechnics & Line throwing appliance 	 
	

	General alarm system 	 	  
	


  	 	 
Section 2  -  Management & Manning 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Company Standing Orders and Instructions
	

	Master’s / Chief Engineer’s Standing Orders
	

	Superintendent or head office attendance on board
	

	Intact Stability Book
	

	Loading Manual
	

	Method of calculating stability at all voyage stages
	

	Bending, torsion moments & shear force calculations
	

	Record of previous cargoes and loading conditions
	

	Compliance with applicable Codes of Practice
	

	Emergency response procedures and effectiveness
	

	Compliance with Safe Manning Certificate
	

	Certificates of competency
	

	Dangerous cargo endorsements
	

	Adequate experience for cargo & trading pattern
	

	Knowledge of English
	

	Common working language on board
	

	Opinion of on‑board management
	

	Use of risk assessments
	

	Permit to Work system in use
	

	Drug & alcohol policy enforced
	

	Safety Management System (ISM)
	

	SMS manuals on board and in use
	

	Master’s understanding of the SMS
	

	Officers know who the Designated Person is
	

	Records of non‑conformances
	

	Accident & hazard reports
	

	Records of corrective actions
	

	Internal safety audits
	


 	 	 
Section 3   Fire Prevention & Emergency Response 	 	 	 
 
	Item
	Checked

	Fire hazards identified in all areas
	

	Control of ventilation, heat & smoke spread
	

	Fire detection system
	

	Muster List posted, current & understood
	

	Firefighting equipment ready for use
	

	Firefighting servicing documentation
	

	Lifesaving appliances ready for use
	

	Lifesaving appliance servicing documentation
	

	Instructions for FFE & LSA in suitable language
	

	SOLAS Ch. III maintenance checks & records
	

	Pollution prevention procedures (SOPEP)
	

	Emergency drills & exercises
	

	PA system audible in all manned spaces
	



Section 4   -   Hull & Structure 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Watertight doors
	

	Fan flaps & ventilator closures labelled
	

	Sounding pipes & screwed caps labelled
	

	Air pipes & gauzes labelled
	

	Guardrails
	

	Steps, ladders, gangways & safety nets
	

	Shell plating, decks & superstructure
	

	Temporary doublers class‑approved
	

	Date of last steel thickness measurements
	

	Draught marks & load lines visible
	

	Extent & seriousness of wastage
	

	Coating type & condition
	

	Sacrificial anodes – fitting & wastage
	


	 	 	 
Section 5 -   Machinery 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Ship operates with UMS
	

	General condition of machinery spaces
	

	Main engine
	

	Auxiliaries & generators
	

	Adequate lighting
	

	Emergency escape routes clearly signed
	

	Lift – valid test/maintenance certificate
	

	Class‑approved PMS
	

	Machinery maintenance records
	

	Lube oil analysis records
	

	Insulation tests
	

	Engine room log
	

	Alarm & shutdown testing
	

	Quick‑closing valves / remote stops
	

	OWS working & overboard valve secured
	

	Sea inlets & discharge valves
	

	Bilge alarms
	

	Stern seal
	

	Piping labelled / colour‑coded
	

	Steering gear
	

	Adequate spares
	

	Emergency generator
	

	Fuel quality testing
	

	Valves labelled with function
	

	Floor plates secured
	


	 	 	 
Section 6   -   Cargoworthiness 	 	 	 
Cargo holds 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Fit for intended cargo
	

	Bilges clean & free of debris
	

	Bilge suctions & non‑returns tested
	

	Air & sounding pipes pressure tested
	

	Tanktops & manholes tested & examined
	


	 	 	 
General cargo ships and bulk carriers 
	Item
	Checked

	Hatch cover operation
	

	Condition of hatch covers
	

	Compression bars & seals
	

	Securing devices
	

	Drain channels & non‑returns
	

	Tarpaulins / battens / wedges (if fitted)
	

	Coaming structure
	

	Access hatches labelled & sound
	

	Container fittings on covers
	

	Watertightness testing (UT preferred)
	

	Water ingress alarms
	

	Hold coatings
	

	Corrosion / scale
	

	Access ladders & guardrails
	

	Tween deck covers
	

	Spar ceiling
	

	Hold ventilation
	

	Lighting
	

	Fumigation procedures
	


Refrigerated Cargo Vessels
	Item
	Checked

	Cleanliness & cargo suitability
	

	Insulation & lagging
	

	Refrigerant / brine
	

	Ventilation control
	

	Temperature monitoring
	

	Air delivery & return sensors
	

	Airflow measurement
	

	CO₂ monitoring
	

	Humidity recording
	

	Emergency alarms
	

	Previous cargo temperature records
	

	Classification compliance
	


Container vessels 
	Item
	Checked

	Stowage plan, Class approved 
	

	Lashing manual, Class approved 
	

	Sufficient lashing equipment tested and examined; record maintained 
	

	Sufficient fixed and portable securing devices 
	

	Cell guides and pads 
	

	Officers aware of tier and weight restrictions 
	

	Hazardous cargo separation 
	

	Temperature control facilities and electrical connections 
	

	Reefer sockets  
	

	Reefer monitoring 
	

	Lashing platform condition 
	

	Temporary guardrails available for open hatches 
	



Passenger and/or RoRo vessels
	Item
	Checked

	Fire detection system 
	 

	Fixed firefighting system  
	   

	Fire control boundaries and doors 
	 

	Watertight doors 
	 

	Bow, shell and stern doors 
	 

	Water ingress and flooding alarms 
	 

	CCTV monitoring 
	 

	Crew clearly identifiable as such 
	 

	Passengers cleared from RoRo spaces before passage commences 
	   

	Safety in public spaces 
	 

	Galley and food handling and consumption areas     
	   

	Safety notices and information for passengers    
	   

	Passenger control and assistance in an emergency    
	   

	Escape routes clearly marked 
	 

	Condition and certificates of ramps and lifts    
	 

	Clear separation between passenger and vehicle access    
	 

	Vehicle lashings  
	   



Tankers 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Safe access to bow 
	 

	Emergency towing arrangements 
	   

	Technical and operational information    
	 

	Awareness of operational parameters of pressure, loading rate, venting etc 
	 

	Cargo handling plan and procedures 
	   

	Availability of product data sheets 
	   

	Implementation of safe operating procedures    
	 

	Valve operating system 
	   

	Pipeline condition 
	   

	Manifold valves, blanks and savealls 
	 

	Oily water discharge at manifold ('Marpol' line) 
	 

	Venting system and P/V valves  
	   

	Seals of ullage ports and tank lids  
	   

	Ullaging system  
	   

	Level alarms 
	   

	Tank washing system 
	 

	Tank cleaning guide 
	 

	Heating coils 
	 

	Pumproom 
	 

	Permanent warning signs at entrances     
	 

	Rescue equipment immediately available     
	 

	Gas detection system 
	 

	Firefighting system and equipment 
	 

	Lighting  
	 

	Ladders and guardrails  
	   

	General cleanliness 
	   

	Ventilation 
	 

	Bilges and bilge level alarm 
	 

	Pipework and valves - permanent identification 
	 

	Pumps and prime movers 
	 

	Cargo pump relief valves; last tes 
	 

	Bulkhead seals 
	 

	Pump emergency stops  
	   

	Stripping pumps   
	   

	Instrumentation and controls 
	   

	Communications to CCR and ER  
	   

	Inert gas system 
	 

	Fixed and portable measuring equipment     
	 

	Fixed and portable oxygen measuring equipment     
	 

	Pressure recording equipment for system and in tanks     
	 

	Oxygen levels at generator and in tanks     
	 

	Pressure in tanks (random checks)     
	 

	Deck water seal  
	 

	Alarms  
	 

	Chemical tankers 
	 

	IMO Ship Type 
	 

	Coating compatibility guide 
	   

	Cargo compatibility guide 
	   

	Cargo handling manual  
	   

	Deck tanks 
	 

	Protective clothing and SCBA 
	   

	Decontamination showers 
	   

	Eyewash stations 
	 

	Gas carriers 
	 

	Cargo tank type and construction 
	   

	Permitted temperature and temperature     
	 

	Void spaces; inert condition 
	   

	Cargo pumps 
	 

	Emergency cargo pump  
	   

	Tank relief valves 
	   

	Instrumentation and recording equipment    
	 

	Emergency Shut Down (ESD) Systems     
	 


Section 7   -   Pollution Prevention 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Crew awareness  
	 

	Oily water separator and instructions for operation     
	 

	Entries in Oil Record Book (Part I and Part II)    
	 

	Approved Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP)    
	 

	Oil spill control measures 
	   

	Emergency response procedures  
	   

	Connections, valves, scupper plugs and manifold savealls 
	 

	Written procedures sighted and understood by ship's staff  
	 

	Named  responsible officer and assistants     
	 

	Communications between ship and bunker point     
	 

	Bunkering procedure, sample and Bunker Delivery Note (BDN) retention 
	 

	Fuel changeover procedure 
	   

	NOx technical file 
	   

	Approved Garbage Management Plan 
	 

	Garbage Record Book Entries (Part I and Part II)    
	 

	Approved Ballast Water Management Plan    
	 

	Ballast water logbook entries 
	   


Section 8   -   Personal Safety 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Protective clothing and safe working equipment 
	 

	Safe stowage of flammable stores and chemicals 
	 

	All gas cylinders safely stowed in sheltered external location 
	 

	Are all enclosed spaces clearly identified 
	 

	Medical facilities  
	 

	Care and security of dangerous/restricted drugs 
	 

	Adequate instruction and maintenance manuals in suitable language 
	 

	Notices and labels in suitable language 
	 

	ISPS related activities, including gangway security and stowaway searches 
	 

	Safe access arrangement 
	 

	Equipment fitted with necessary safety guards as required     
	 

	Appropriately rated insulated matting in use at switchboards    
	 

	Portable gas detector available 
	 


Section 9   -   Deck Machinery & Miscellaneous 	 	 	 
	Item
	Checked

	Deck machinery - including capstans, winches    
	 

	Cranes, derricks, wires and ropes  
	   

	Swing radius of crane marked or barriers provided     
	 

	Mooring ropes, wires, bitts and fairleads     
	 

	Windlass and anchor chain condition     
	 

	All parts of lifting machinery examined at least annually by competent person 
	 

	Record of maintenance and examinations  
	 

	Proof load certificates for all derricks and cranes - SWL clearly marked 
	 

	Test certificates for all wires 
	   

	Condition of blocks, wires and shackles    
	 

	Condition of winches and cranes  
	   

	Adequate spares  
	   

	Pilot ladders  
	   

	Accommodation ladders / gangways 
	 

	Galley and stores 
	 


	 	 	 



	Final report discipline
Guidance notes are for surveyor use. They should not be left embedded in final client-facing report outputs unless British Marine specifically requires them.
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